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COCKBURN CEMENT WORKS — LICENCE CONDITIONS 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.04 pm]: On 20 October this year, the 
Legislative Council’s Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs tabled its report on Cockburn 
Cement’s plant at Munster. The report is very extensive, covering nearly 400 pages and 23 detailed 
recommendations. Government is currently considering the report before tabling a response, but, given the high 
level of community interest, I wanted to take this opportunity to update the house on the Cockburn Cement 
licence. 

Members will be aware that Cockburn Cement launched a Supreme Court challenge in response to the 
government’s strong action to toughen Cockburn Cement’s licence. The court challenge has been resolved, and 
the Department of Environment and Conservation has issued an amended licence giving effect to all of my 
appeal decision, except for the requirement for a baghouse filter on kiln 5. The Cockburn Cement licence is now 
one of the most comprehensive and stringent licences on any industry in Western Australia. In one appeal 
determination I have taken more action than the previous government did over seven years and eight licences. 

There has been a longstanding record of community complaints about dust and odour emissions from Cockburn 
Cement. This licence sets emissions targets and limits and requires the cessation of kiln feeding when certain 
criteria are exceeded, as well as DEC’s approval to restart operations. This licence also includes comprehensive 
air quality monitoring requirements both on emissions and in the ambient environment. The community has also 
been concerned about the transparency of the performance of Cockburn Cement’s operations. Through my 
appeal determination, I required Cockburn Cement to publish on its website real-time particulate emissions data 
from all its kiln stacks. The licence also includes a requirement to respond to community complaints within 
72 hours. 

I have not given up on further regulating Cockburn Cement to further reduce its emissions, in particular from 
kiln 5. At my instruction, DEC has held discussions with Cockburn Cement to identify options for the 
installation of new pollution control equipment on kiln 5. When the Cockburn Cement licence comes up for 
renewal in March, I will be looking very closely at this matter. 

In closing, I can assure the house that both my department and I will continue to invest considerable time and 
effort in addressing and resolving community concerns about the operation of Cockburn Cement. 
 


